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CONNECTED LIVING:

LIFE AT STANFORD
Place yourself at the center of it all with Stanford  On-Campus Housing, a built-in community with unmatched proximity to 
where learning and discovery happen every day. By living on campus, you’ll be minutes from the classrooms and facilities you 
need to succeed and the social spots you crave to connect with friends. 

Conveniently located in the heart of Silicon Valley, Stanford’s campus is in close proximity to many attractions and happenings 
in the San Francisco Bay Area. Take the free Marguerite bus into Palo Alto to check out exciting shopping, diverse dining, 
fabulous art galleries, and classic films on the vibrant University Avenue. You can also hop on the Caltrain to head north into San 
Francisco to experience the vibrant and historic city, or head south to visit San Jose - a hub for shopping, art, and technology just 
30 minutes from campus.

With classrooms, labs, and libraries just a short walk, bus or bike ride away, daily life feels more balanced and less rushed - 
giving you more time for what matters most. Stanford On-Campus Housing offers a sense of ease, belonging, and connection 
that truly enriches the Stanford experience.
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BIKE PARKING

There is ample bike parking and storage throughout 
campus. As a main form of transportation between 
buildings, bikes are a campus staple and help you 
navigate Stanford. Students must bring their own 
bikes to campus.

MARGUERITE BUS

Stanford’s free Marguerite shuttle serves as a first-
mile and last-mile connector for passengers between 
the Palo Alto Transit Center (CalTrain) and various 
locations/worksites on the Stanford campus. The 
main shuttle lines travel around the campus Monday 
through Friday (except for university holidays). 
The Shopping Express route also operates Friday-
Sunday, connecting riders to off-campus stores and 
restaurants. All Marguerite buses are wheelchair 
accessible and equipped with a bike rack.

CONNECTED LIVING: TRANSPORTATION

For more information, please visit transportation.stanford.edu.

General inquiries can be directed to 650.723.9362 or 
transportation@stanford.edu. 
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Stanford has transportation resources and programs that make it easy to navigate campus and the Bay Area without a car. Students have access 
to free or discounted public transportation, ride share, and rental car services.
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EVGR PUB & BREWERY
716 Serra Street 
Experience local fare and embrace delicious when you 
dine in or carry out from the EVGR Pub & Brewery. From 
bar bites to lively libations, we’re a unique combination of 
food and drink in a homey environment. Catch a game on 
our flatscreen TVs or enjoy time with friends and family at 
a cozy table - right at the heart of EVGR.

THE AXE AND PALM
520 Lasuen Mall 
Bite into the best burgers on The Farm at The Axe and 
Palm! Affectionately known as TAP, this quick-service on-
campus staple also features thick milkshakes, comfort 
food, desserts, and boba. And with daily late-night hours, 
you can get your fix day or night.

MED CAFE
291 Campus Dr 
Serving Starbucks hand-crafted hot, cold and blended 
beverages, Med Cafe has the fuel you need to power 
through your day. Offerings also include a daily hot 
lunch menu, fresh-baked pastries, grab-and-go salads, 
sandwiches,  wraps, and a variety of snacks.

FORBES FAMILY CAFÉ
475 Via Ortega 
Forbes Family Café is the perfect spot for a flexitarian  
feast. Its plant-forward menu showcases fresh, local 
foods and global flavors. The menu includes daily 
pho and laksa, freshly steamed dim sum, a hot entrée 
bar, and fresh salad bar.

OLIVES AT BLDG. 160
450 Serra Mall, Bldg. 160 
Looking for signature hot sandwiches at the perfect lunch 
spot? Olives offers delicious hot sandwiches along with 
a daily salmon special, grab-and-go breakfast and lunch 
options, self-serve specialty coffee, and more. Here, 
you can always count on friendly service and an inviting 
outdoor terraced patio in the heart of the Quad.

RAY’S GRILL
750 Escondido Rd. 
Ray’s Grill is the go-to spot for anyone looking for 
exceptional food and service. Featuring a unique global 
blend of fresh ingredients, the menu offers an eclectic 
mix of American, Mexican, Indian, Pan-Asian, and other 
flavors sure to satisfy any appetite. 

THE MARKET AT MUNGER
554 Salvatierra Walk 
Your go-to local market that makes campus living easier 
with grab-and-go meals, fresh produce, groceries and 
a variety of ingredients for home cooking, as well as 
household and personal essentials to get you through 
the week. 

DECADENCE MINI MARKET
459 Serra Mall 
Decadence Mini Market is perfect for students on the go! 
Select from a range of fresh salads, sandwiches, wraps, 
sushi, snacks, beverages, and more. Or treat yourself to 
delectable, freshly-made desserts or authentic Italian 
gelato at Stanford’s Decadence Sweet Shop.
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CONNECTED LIVING:

CAFES & MARKETS
Stanford Residential & Dining Enterprises (R&DE) cafés and markets 
offer convenient meal options for every taste and access to necessities 
across campus. From made-to-order meals to easy grab-n-go options, 
you will find diverse menus prepared by our talented culinary team 
using seasonal, locally-sourced and sustainable ingredients whenever 
possible. We’re proud to bring high-quality, delicious dining options to 
the Stanford community. 

Student meal plans are available for purchase. Vegan, vegetarian, 
allergen-friendly, kosher and halal options are available at cafés as well.

For more information, please visit:  
rde.stanford.edu/dining-hospitality/cafes



EXPERIENCE LIFE

BEYOND CAMPUS
Stanford’s location puts you in the heart of Northern California with convenient access to explore all the Bay Area has to offer. 
Whether you’re looking to enjoy local arts and culture, experience exquisite shopping, or take in professional sports, there is 
something for everyone to enjoy. 

Nestled between San Francisco and San Jose, Stanford offers easy access to iconic destinations like Silicon Valley, coastal 
beaches, and world-class dining. From scenic outdoor adventures and vibrant downtowns to cutting-edge innovation hubs and 
cultural landmarks, the surrounding Bay Area provides endless opportunities to explore beyond campus.

Stanford is centrally located to many public transportation options, including its own free Marguerite shuttle bus that connects 
students to nearby surrounding communities. 
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SAN JOSE
San Jose offers a more low-key Silicon Valley 
experience. With great weather, diverse food, and easy 
access to both the coast and the mountains, it blends 
innovation and culture with tech history, vibrant 
downtown spots, and nearby outdoor escapes like 
hiking trails and beaches. It’s an ideal base for exploring 
the Bay Area while enjoying a more relaxed, spacious 
city vibe.

BEYOND CAMPUS

Nearby Palo Alto offers the perfect blend of innovation, culture, and California charm. From tree-lined streets and historic neighborhoods to  
a lively downtown filled with cafés, restaurants, and independent shops, there’s always something to explore.

Known as the “Birthplace of Silicon Valley,” Palo Alto is a buzzing technology hub anchored by a vibrant downtown. It boasts an exciting 
arts and culture scene, all this enlivened by a startup culture in an international hotbed of innovation and entrepreneurship. It’s a unique 
community with lots to do, from shopping and dining along the main University Avenue to exploring parks, gardens, and world-class museums. 
Visitors can enjoy outdoor adventures along scenic trails, local parks, and nearby foothills, or take advantage of year-round sunshine for biking 
and walking. It’s fun for all ages that keeps you searching for your next big adventure. 

But don’t let Palo Alto’s tech reputation fool you: The city is a charming mixture of old and new, and home to world-class dining, arts, and events 
that reflect its creative, global community. With easy access to San Francisco, the coast, and the rest of the Bay Area, it’s an ideal starting point 
for discovery. Palo Alto offers a welcoming, vibrant atmosphere that invites you to linger and explore.

SILICON VALLEY IN YOUR BACKYARD: AN OVERVIEW OF PALO ALTO

SAN FRANCISCO
San Francisco is an unforgettable mix of iconic sights, 
incredible food, and unique neighborhoods - all packed 
into one scenic city. Walk or ride across the Golden Gate 
Bridge, explore historic cable cars, and enjoy ocean views, 
world-class museums, and diverse cuisine all in a single 
day. It’s a place where culture, innovation, and natural 
beauty come together in a way that feels exciting and 
distinctly memorable. And located less than an hour from 
Stanford, San Francisco makes for a quick escape from 
campus life. 

MONTEREY & CARMEL-BY-THE-SEA
South of the Bay Area, the stunning coastline unfolds 
in Monterey and Carmel-by-the-Sea. Visitors can 
enjoy scenic drives along Highway 1, dramatic ocean 
views, charming village streets, art galleries, and fresh 
coastal cuisine.

WINE COUNTRY ESCAPES
Napa Valley lies just north of San Francisco, offering 
rolling vineyards, award-winning wineries, Michelin-
starred dining, and relaxing spa retreats. It’s an ideal 
day trip or weekend getaway for wine lovers and 
leisure seekers alike.

ICONIC NATURAL DESTINATIONS

For unforgettable outdoor adventures, 
two of California’s most celebrated 
destinations are within reach:

Yosemite National Park  
Famous for towering granite cliffs, giant 
sequoias, waterfalls, and breathtaking 
hiking trails.

Lake Tahoe  
A  year-round destination offering alpine 
scenery, skiing and snowboarding in 
winter, and crystal-clear waters, hiking, 
and boating in summer.

Learn more about transportation 
around campus and the Bay Area: 
transportation.stanford.edu/
getting-stanford/public-transit
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LIVING AT

STANFORD
Whether you’re studying, working, or meeting with friends, living on 
campus places you at the center of daily Stanford life. 

With convenient amenities, shared spaces, and a built‑in community, 
on‑campus housing provides a welcoming home base—helping you stay 
engaged, supported, and connected.

14 13




