
John Doe
1/2/34

SAFELY DISPOSE OF
UNWANTED MEDICINE

Stanford Department of Public Safety (DPS)
233 Bonair Siding Road, front lobby

Monday – Friday
8AM – 5PM

Remove or cross
out personal info

Use original container
or sealed plastic bag*
*If transferring pills from bottle to plastic
bag, recycle the containers!

NO sharps and needles

NO mercury thermometers

NO cosmetics and personal care

products

NO illicit drugs

CAN be disposed CANNOT be disposed
Unused, leftover, or expired

prescription medications (schedules

II-V, tablets, capsules, syrups) 

Over-the-counter drugs 

Patches/creams/ointments

Pet medications



Unwanted Medicine Disposal Kiosk Fact Sheet 
Last updated April 2026 

Unwanted Medicine Disposal Kiosk 
The unwanted medicine disposal kiosk is designed to provide a safe, convenient, and environmentally 
responsible way for the community to dispose of unused or expired medications. This take-back program 
aims to prevent harmful substances from entering the community or environment, ensuring public health 
and safety through proper disposal. Once collected, medications are transported under strict regulatory 
controls to licensed facilities, where they are destroyed through high-temperature incineration.  

Benefits of Using the Unwanted Medication Kiosk 
Environmental Protection: Proper disposal of unwanted medications reduces the risk of contamination of soil 
and water sources, protecting local ecosystems. If flushed down the toilet, wastewater treatment plants are not 
designed to remove all pharmaceutical compounds, resulting in the potential for those substances to enter our 
environment and drinking water supplies. 

Public Health Safety: If kept at home, expired or unused medications become vulnerable to accidental 
ingestion, drug misuse, or toxic exposure.  

Convenience: The kiosk provides a simple and accessible solution for safely disposing of unwanted 
medications without the need for special trips to a disposal facility. 

Location & Hours of Operation 
Location: Stanford Department of Public Safety (DPS) at 233 Bonair Siding Road, front lobby 

Hours of Operation: Monday-Friday from 8am-5pm 

Rules of Use 
What Can be Disposed of: 
• Unused or expired prescription medications

(schedules II-V, tablets, capsules, syrups)
• Over-the-counter drugs
• Patches/creams/ointments
• Pet medications

What Cannot Be Disposed Of: 
• Sharps and needles
• Mercury thermometers
• Cosmetics and other personal care products
• Illicit drugs

Limits: Use the kiosk for personal medical waste only; 
commercial or bulk disposal is not permitted. 

Confidentiality: Ensure that personal information (such as names on prescription bottles) is obscured or 
removed before disposal. If transferring pills or other solid medications to a clear plastic zipper bag, you can 
recycle the containers in your household recycling.  

Questions? 
For any questions about the unwanted medicine disposal kiosk, please contact 1-844-482-5322 or visit med-
projectsantaclara.org. If you have questions regarding access or the location, please contact Stanford DPS at 
650-723-9633. Thank you for supporting responsible waste disposal and helping protect our environment and
community health.

https://med-projectsantaclara.org/
https://med-projectsantaclara.org/
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